
A Welcome from  our President . . .  

DSI to Manage Jolivert Project  
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It is a privilege to greet you on behalf of the DSI team with great joy, eager to share the blessings 
DSI has received in the past year.  Thank you for your prayers and contributions that have made 
DSI possible.  I would like to call attention to the many volunteers who have selflessly contributed 
their time and energy to make DSI run smoothly and expand quickly and efficiently.  DSI has had 
the privilege of working with over 40 students, teachers, and professionals since its inception in 
January 2006.  Thank you! 

I am excited to report that DSI has had a successful year developing and moving forward with our 
project in Les Cayes.  One of the highlights of the fall season was that we were blessed to have 
acquired the Jolivert Safe Water for Families Project in northern Haiti.  The article below explains 
the developments that this project will add to our efforts.  Enjoy the highlights of a fantastic year 
with DSI!         ~Ruth Dykstra, President 

Port-au-Prince & Jolivert, Haiti
          Winter  2007 

The Jolivert Safe Water for Families Project was started 5 years ago by Bill Gallo with the support of 
Missions of Love, a faith-based organization in Kentucky, the Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention (CDC), and USAID.  Currently the project provides safe water to 2,500 families for 
approximately $1 per family per year.  The project employs three full-time Haitian technicians who 
produce a chlorine solution that people use to treat their water.  Families purchase chlorine solution in 
refillable 8 oz. bottles either directly from the technicians ($0.09 per bottle) or from 25 entrepreneurs 
who resell the solution throughout the surrounding villages as an income-generating activity.  Users 
add one capful of the solution to 5 gallons of water stored in a plastic bucket modified with a tap, 
which is provided at a subsidized cost to families who wish to enter the project.   

Starting in June 2008, DSI will be taking over the management responsibilities of the Jolivert Project.  
Ruth Dykstra, Michael Ritter, and Tim Mech visited Jolivert in December to learn more about the 
operations.  DSI has developed a three-year plan for expanding the project to 
2,000 families and making the project financially self-sufficient.  

Quick Updates: 

· Received 501c3 status 
in May 2007 

· Added Joe Cicero to 
the Board of Directors 
June 2007 

· Grove City College 
(GCC)  education 
majors along  with the 
leadership and 
guidance of Roger 
Mackey, GCC 
Education professor, 
Completed Science 
Curriculum May 2007 
and began translating 
into French.  To date, 
Lessons 1-28 of 38 
have been completed 
and reviewed by 
World Concern Haiti.   



Next Steps:  Educational 
Program Instigation: Les Cayes  
In  August  of 2008 Ruth and Michael will be heading to Les 
Cayes, Haiti to kick off the educational program.  This involves 
a two-week training session for 27 teachers in the dual 
curricula: Business Skills and Science.   

The curricula will be taught for an entire semester in nine 
schools in the localities of Torbeck, Chantal, and Ducis.   

Our goal is that several students from the educational program 
enter the water treatment field while others will be equipped to 
start their own businesses, find higher income positions, or go 
on to further schooling.  The most important part of the 
program is that youth will have gained a great deal of 
knowledge regarding water treatment and disease which we 
hope will improve health in their communities.   
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From December 12-19,  Ruth Dykstra, Michael Ritter, Tim 
Mech and Joe Cicero traveled to Haiti to attend the Rotary 
International Clean Water Conference in Port-au-Prince, Haiti.  
The summit was organized for the purpose of bringing together 
international, governmental, and local organizations working in 
Haiti on the water crisis to understand what the situation is, who 
the players are, and how to collaborate more effectively.   

We spent several days attending lectures, meeting government 
officials, networking, learning about other organizations, and developing future 
plans for DSI.  Christophe, the Haitian administrator for the Jolivert Project, 
presented the results of the project to the entire conference.  He explained the past 
successes and presented the Jolivert Project as a model which is ready to be scaled-
up with the help of other partners. 

Daniele Lantagne and Bill Gallo, who designed and managed the Jolivert Project, 
helped DSI make contacts at the conference and shared their vision for replicating 
safe water projects throughout Haiti.  Their input, advice, and willingness to partner 
with DSI promises to provide us with invaluable information, resources, and 
energy!  It is a privilege to work with them. 

Daniele Lantagne: 

Daniele is an international expert in the 
safe water field and will contribute her 
extensive experience in Haiti to future 
projects and Michael’s masters of public 
health thesis on the Jolivert project.   

Daniele received her masters public 
health in Civil and Environmental Engi-
neering from MIT and works for the 
Centers for Disease Control and Preven-
tion (CDC). 

Visit our website  www.deepspringsinternational.org for further updates and information!  

Get  

Involved!  

Prayer Requests:  
For Haiti:  

That the Lord would provide: 

· Clean water 

· Educational opportunities 
and willing teachers 

· Quality employment and 
respectful employees 

· Saving faith in Christ 

For DSI: 

· Funding 

· Willing people to assist us as 
we develop and serve  

· Endurance for current staff 
members 

· Safety and wisdom for travel 
in Haiti  

December Travels... 

3 Easy Ways to Give:  
www.igive.com  

www.goodsearch.com  

 

Give financially: DSI is in constant need of support.  Your generous 
donations have allowed DSI to progress beyond our goals; however, in 
order to keep the programs running, we will need your ongoing 
support.   

Please send contributions to:  

Deep Springs International 

c/o Ruth Dykstra, President  

6 Humes Court 


